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OUR SUMMER MATCH CHALLENGE: A HISTORY OF HELPING OTHERS
When the economy began suffering in 2008, BACN began to face a
real crisis. How could our organization—a simple one of Neighbors
helping Neighbors—continue to meet the area’s growing need for
services on our shoestring budget?

the following years have seen the community more than double
funds through the challenge each summer. The exponential growth
each year of the Summer Match Challenge has allowed BACN’s
community footprint to grow right along with the gifts.

Enter Brian and Kay Mulvaney, summer residents of Frankfort.
In 2001, they established the John L. Mulvaney Foundation to
honor Brian’s father and make a difference in local communities
throughout the country. After a meaningful meeting with BACN’s
then Executive Director Kay Bond, the Mulvaneys discovered that
BACN’s mission and goals aligned with those of the Foundation. This
meeting led to a long-standing relationship between BACN and the
Foundation.

Today’s BACN works to balance the personal touch of Neighbors
helping Neighbors with meeting the community’s expanding
needs. While food remains one of the most compelling reasons
for Neighbors to initially come to BACN, we recognize that people
need to be fed in other ways. Human nature dictates that we want
to take care of ourselves—to be self-reliant. BACN has worked hard
to develop relationships with partners who can bring education and
job-readiness training right to BACN. This is both a need and a trend
that shows no sign of slowing.

Working with the Foundation, BACN established a Summer Match
Challenge in 2010, as a means of encouraging donors to maximize
their gifts to BACN. For every dollar donated through August 31st
of that year, that dollar was matched by the John L. Mulvaney
Foundation and other generous area donors. That year, BACN
successfully challenged the community to match $20,000 for a total
impact of $40,000. While that original match amount was doubled,
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To honor 2016’s gifts from the John L. Mulvaney Foundation and
others, we’re challenging the community to match once again. We’ve
come close in recent years to tripling the original gift—is this the
year we can reach that goal? Imagine the community impact ! Your
Neighbors thank you for your consideration of being part of this
year’s historical Summer Match Challenge.
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DARING TO
DREAM
Fourteen years ago I was serving on a committee of the
Benzie Ministerial Association to make recommendations
on the future of Benzie Area Christian Neighbors. We had
a dream that BACN could grow to serve the needs of ALL
the people of Benzie County—if it could become an agency of the whole county,
rather than a mission of only a few churches. Despite some skepticism, within two
years BACN had become a county-wide not-for-profit, electing people from the
whole county to serve on its board, though a few of us ministers remained. We
thought of renaming it Benzie Area Community Neighbors, but could not ignore
the fact that our heritage and our mission is based on Christian values: loving our
neighbors as ourselves. So the name didn’t change, but the future did.
The dream came true and BACN grew, not only in how many we served, but also
in ways we serve. The WOW program, GED training and computer education met
needs we had not imagined in years past. We expanded our support from churches
to include family foundations, Father Fred, the Grand Traverse Regional Community
Foundation and hundreds of citizens and summer visitors. We had to leave our little
cottage as our staff and operations grew. Now another growth spurt is requiring us
to evolve our facilities to accommodate our growing partnerships and programs.
We look to honor the mission of BACN by providing expanded technical and job
training, making BACN a real community center. Through NorthSky Nonprofit
Network, we have completed a community needs assessment, trying to learn what
services and opportunities our Neighbors need beyond food and clothing. We’re
busy completing a feasibility study to determine if this is the right time to make
dreams of an expanded facility a reality. I’m proud to be part of these explorations,
and of representing the voice of BACN through the process. Most of all, I’m proud
of BACN’s commitment to serve our Neighbors in the ways most needed.
The Rev. Dr. Ned Edwards is a community activist and served on BACN’s Board
of Directors from 2004-2014

WHAT A DIFFERENCE YOUR
DONATION MAKES!
$25 Buys:
• Food for two families for three days
$50 Can Mean:
• Five families receive transportation to get to the
doctor, dentist or other medical appointments.
$100 Provides:
• Weatherization for a Neighbor’s home to reduce
utility bills for an entire season
$250 allows:
• ½ month’s guidance for eight women to reach
their college education goals
$500 Helps:
• Neighbors receive GED or adult basic education
and job-readiness training for two weeks
$1,000 Can:
• Help 10 senior citizens receive needed
healthcare not covered in their Medicare plans

THE PIE MAN
BACN volunteers were in a local grocery store
manning the Chase the Chill food drive, when
they were approached by a soft-spoken man
saying he was a new resident. Two weeks earlier,
he and his wife had paid their first month’s rent,
deposit and utility hook-up fees. They had no
money for food. Hungry and desperate, they
went to BACN. “It hurt my heart to take help,”
he said, “But we didn’t have a choice. Now I
want to give back.”
This Neighbor works for a frozen foods company.
He got his employer to donate cases of frozen
pies to BACN. “I wanted people to have a treat,”
he said. He and his wife are both working, and
may never need BACN again. But he said he
would never forget the difference BACN made to
them that first month in their new community.

COMMUNITY PARTNER SPOTLIGHT: FOOD FOR THOUGHT
At BACN, our creed of “Neighbors Helping Neighbors” is constant. It’s constant because “need”—
especially when it comes to food and clothing—never takes a holiday. We are constantly challenged to put
food in our pantry so Neighbors can put food on their tables. To answer this need, we continually reach
out to our community partners and supporters. Fortunately, they are always generous in how they support
us and encourage others to do so as well.
Food For Thought is a great example of this. The Honor-based food company works to create and raise
awareness around just and sustainable food. To this end, Timothy Young, the company’s president, is
encouraging our Neighbors who use the pantry to bring in their reusable fabric bags. “This is an easy
one,” he states. “I usually have 100 or so grocery bags stuffed in a kitchen drawer.” For each bag
a Neighbor reuses, Food For Thought will donate a nickel in food product to the BACN pantry. It’s a
wonderful program that encourages environmental responsibility and also engages Neighbors in helping
themselves and others. “I truly appreciate BACN providing resources that help families achieve self
sufficiency,” Young exclaims. “By giving something, someone can feel better about what they get in return.”
We are so pleased to have Food For Thought as a community partner. It’s creative action like this that
allows us to continue to serve our Neighbors now and well into the future.
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A STORY OF HOPE
Although most people first come to BACN for food, that’s not always
the case. Each Neighbor story is unique, and this is the story of Hope.
Hope Kochis—born and raised in Benzie County—became a teen
statistic when she dropped out of high school. By age 27, she was a
single mom of three who worked long hours yet was still struggling to
provide for her children.
“The turning point for me was when I could not afford to pay for my
daughter’s driver training class. It was only $250, and I had to borrow
the money from my mother. I thought to myself, “This has got to
change...I have to get a college degree.”
By fall of 2008 Hope had registered as a student of Northwestern
Michigan College in Traverse City, and the following January began
taking classes. She had a cleaning business, which she continued to
operate around her class schedule. After a year of school, Will and
Joan Wolfe helped Hope get connected to a new program at BACN
called WOW—Women on their Way. The WOW program was formed
to help remove barriers to women seeking their college degrees. Hope
was in one of WOW’s first groups, which included eight women in
various stages of educational goals.
Through the WOW program Hope received occasional assistance and
became a BACN Neighbor. “I never needed food,” she said. “I have
family in the area who would never have let me go hungry. BUT…there
was a time when I couldn’t pay my car registration, and I needed that
car to get to classes. BACN stepped in.”
Today Hope has earned her Bachelor’s degree in Family Life Education
from Spring Arbor University. She’s also BACN’s first paid WOW
facilitator. She will soon be returning to school for her master’s degree
in Marriage and Family Counseling. BACN could not have found a
more perfect person than Hope to help guide other women through
their college efforts.
NOTE: The WOW program is taking applications for 2016 participants.
For more information or to volunteer, contact Hope at 231-882-9544.
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HEALTHY FOOD, HEALTHY FAMILIES.
My partnership with BACN began in the fall of 2014. At
the time I understood very little about food insecurity.
The USDA defines food insecurity as a state in which
“consistent access to adequate food is limited by lack of
money and other resources at times during the year.”
I learned that children from families that struggle with
food insecurity are more likely to experience poor health,
developmental delays and often struggle in school.
I wanted to use my job as a Nutrition Program Instructor
with Michigan State University Extension (MSUE) to
provide nutrition education to area food pantries. I
provide neighbors with nutrition education and meal
ideas using foods found in the pantry. We give neighbors
tools that will empower them to try new foods and look
at familiar ones in a healthier way. As a result, neighbors
eat healthy foods that are also affordable.
BACN has been a wonderful partner in making this
outreach successful. They always have the recipe
ingredients available in the pantry, provide me with a
great space to demonstrate the recipe and are eager to
try the new ideas I cook up. BACN’s caring spirit and
positive impact on the community are evident in the
work of all their staff and volunteers.
Jane Rapin RD, CDE
Nutrition Program Instructor
Michigan State University Extension
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BACN IS EXCITED TO TAKE
ITS PARTNERSHIP WITH FOOD
RESCUE OF NORTHWEST
MICHIGAN TO A NEW LEVEL,
BY HOUSING ONE OF THE
DELIVERY TRUCKS AT BACN. A
BACN VOLUNTEER WILL RIDE
ALONG THE BENZIE ROUTE TO
ASSIST WITH DELIVERIES. WE
ARE EXCITED TO SEE WHAT
GREAT FOOD WILL COME TO
THE PANTRY THROUGH THIS
PARTNERSHIP!

2804 Benzie Highway • P.O. Box 93 • benziebacn.org
231.882.9544 • Follow us on Facebook
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