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COM•FORT | a state of physical ease and freedom from pain or constraint.
JOY | a feeling of great pleasure and happiness.
A NOTE FROM GERRI
This newsletter was written to bring elements of comfort and
joy to the reader…a nod to what we experience living in this
beautiful area, and appropriate for the upcoming Christmas
season.
Ours is a very special area. Only about 44% of residents live
here year-round, and those who no longer do make it a point to
be here at least once during the year. Some come for the entire
summer, and some for just a few weeks to gather with friends
and family. What brings them back year after year?
In part, people return for the
comfortable familiarity of this
relaxing place. They feel joy
experiencing the natural
beauty of the lakeshore. They
know they can enjoy delicious
food, cozy lodging, beautiful
art, crisp fresh produce, local
wines and distinct gift items
in all the unique little shops.

Many who live here year-round—the workers who keep this place
humming along—come to BACN for the help. Sometimes just
a couple of visits to the pantry are enough to let a family get by
for the season. Other times, a household may be in crisis and
require more ongoing stabilization. Yet others need a connection
to outside resources for a high school diploma or job training.
And some are looking for a place to volunteer and expand their
group of friends.
All of us who live here—seasonally or year-round—are able to
experience comfort and joy because of those who stay here
and make it happen year after year. BACN is only able to
help our working families through the generosity of individual
and business donors, family foundations and local grant
opportunities. Thank you so much for the Neighborliness that
defines our community!

Gerri VanAntwerp,
Executive Director

SERVED DAILY
T H I S I S MY D R E A M ! E D H A S T H E
BUSINESS EXPERIENCE AND
I L OV E T O TA L K ! – L I S A F A E T H
In 2012, Lisa and Ed Faeth took a leap of faith and moved to
Benzie County after living in South Carolina for 15 years. Ed
was newly retired, and wanted to to live in the place where he
had fond memories of weekend hunting and fishing trips with
his dad. Their children were raised, and Lisa was open to a
move to a less-populated area for some peace and quiet.
They moved, bought a house and Ed began work in Traverse
City. Over a period of several months they experienced back-toback household calamities that drained their liquid savings. Ed
lost his job, their furnace and one car both stopped working,
the roof was leaking and they had substantial medical expenses. They were, as
Lisa puts it, “in an ugly spot,” and went to BACN for help.
Of that challenging time, she says, “We had come up here and knew nobody. Not
only were there no family or friends to ask for help, but we didn’t even have anyone
to listen to us and tell us things were going to be OK. BACN listened to us, and
agreed to help us for a certain period of time. Because on paper it looked like our
income was adequate, but that was not the case.”
Lisa began working several jobs in the area, and was eventually holding down two
full-time jobs. She added part-time wait staff work at the Crystal Café. Ed began
helping out in the café kitchen—first by washing dishes, but quickly discovered
he had a knack for putting together a mean blueberry cream sauce. Between 90+
hours of work each week and BACN’s help, the couple got back on their feet to the
point where, when the Crystal Café’s owners decided it was time to sell, the Faeths
were able to step up and make the purchase.
They started manning operations in October of 2017, and on November 2nd
opened the doors as the full-fledged owners of the Crystal Café. “We’re making
some changes,” says Lisa. “For one thing, we’ll be staying open till 9 p.m. and
serving dinner. I want people to feel comfortable, like they’re home. So we’ll serve
things like real mashed potatoes, mac n cheese and meat loaf. And everything is
homemade. You won’t find cans in our dumpster!”
With the help of Chef Nick Crocker and the affable Vicki Fast waiting tables, the
Faeths can’t wait to begin serving what Lisa calls, “the most wonderful and caring
community anywhere.”
“I want people to know two things,” she says. “#1. No matter what happens, you
can work hard and get back on your feet. There are people like BACN out there
to help you; and #2. It’s important to give back. This is a wonderful community
where each individual is important, instead of being made to feel like they are one
of a million people. I can’t wait to pass that on, to let others know they matter and
someone cares.”

ORDER OF NAUCRATIUS

WEST MICHIGAN FEEDS PEOPLE THROUGH
PRAYER, CONSERVATION AND CHARITY
Co-founded by the Reverend Christian Baron (Corector of St. Philip’s Episcopal Church of Beulah),
ONWM encourages hunters and fishers to think more
theologically about their past time, through collection
and distribution of God’s abundance from the woods
and waters of Michigan. The protein collected is donated
to vetted organizations such as BACN which work to
alleviate food insecurity.
For years Ken and Joann Walrad collected and
processed fish donations for the annual Benzie Fishing
Frenzy in Frankfort and donated them to BACN. In 2017
the couple decided to pass the baton onto ONWM. This
year was a banner year for the Benzie Frenzy, with
fishermen and women from all over the Midwest
pulling in record catches. The Reverend Jodi Baron
(Co-Rector of St. Philip’s Episcopal Church of Beulah
with Christian) and her crew of parishioners (mostly
female) from St. Philip’s were down on the docks as
the boats came in, asking people to consider donating
part of their catch to BACN. These ladies (with the help
of a few local captains and fishermen) worked to fillet
what was donated, loaded nearly 400 pounds of fresh
salmon and trout into coolers, brought them to BACN
and helped load them into freezers.
Of the Order of Naucratius, Christian Baron says, “We
are always looking for more partners in this important
work. I encourage anyone who is interested to visit our
website, or contact me at rector@stphilipsbeulah.org.”

BACN INVITES READERS WHO ENJOY BROWSING ONLINE
TO VISIT WWW.BACNNEIGHBORS.ORG
This microsite details the stories of three
individuals who bring Comfort & Joy to
our community through their connection
to BACN. Special thanks to Rotary
Charities of Traverse City for making this
possible through an innovation grant, and
to PB & J Marketing and Andy Wakeman
Photography for donating several hours
above and beyond their payment quote to
make this project a reality.

KEEPING CHILDREN
COMFY AND WARM
For years Cynthia Helisek, niece of Joan and
Wayne Webber, was working to bring new
coats and boots to students who attended
Benzie Central elementary schools. At some
point, the idea struck: Why not provide a new
coat and boots to EVERY elementary student
in the district? The need was certainly there,
and giving the items to everyone would take
away any stigma associated with the gift.
Now in its 8th season, this year’s giveaway
provided not just coats and boots to nearly
600 elementary students, but also hats,

gloves and two pairs of socks. Everything
was brand new, and the children got to select
their own items. Girls went crazy over the
pink and purple sparkly coats, while the boys
were equally thrilled with their more manly
offerings. The children were so grateful, as
evidenced when a young boy was overheard
boasting to his friends, “Guess what? I got
to MEET them and shake their hands!” (of
Joan and Wayne). What a caring way to teach
children they are valued!
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CURE SOMETIMES,
T R E AT O F T E N ,
C O M F O R T A LWAY S .
THE WEBBER FAMILY:
JOAN AND WAYNE WEBBER, CYNTHIA HELISEK
AND JEANNINE WEBBER.

WHO ARE OUR
NEIGHBORS?

Did you know over 5,000 people come
to BACN each year for help, and they
include:
- Waitresses in our restaurants
- Health care workers
- Auto mechanics
- Cashiers in our grocery stores
- Those who clean our hotel rooms
- City and county government employees
- Hairdressers
- Bank tellers
- Social workers
- Childcare workers
- Teacher’s aides
- Private clerical workers…and more
Employed people often do not have
enough working hours to meet their
household needs, and many are not
offered medical coverage. Yet we—and
our local businesses—need them!
When you give to BACN, you are helping
our hard-working families remain in a
position to keep our community going
strong. Each of these individuals add
comfort and joy to our lives!

STUDENTS WERE ABLE TO SELECT FROM
MULTIPLE RACKS OF COATS.

THE JOYFUL
MYSTERY SHOPPER
During the Fall Food Drive, a BACN
volunteer handed a lady a shopping
list, explaining the pantry need.
Some time later, she came back to
him with her large cart filled to the
brim and paid-for. She handed him
back the list and said, “Here you
go for BACN. Now I’ll go back and
do my own shopping.”

		

– HIPPOCRATES

BRINGING JOY TO FAMILIES:

THE BENZIE COUNTY CHRISTMAS STORE
The Christmas Store, a special partnership each year
between St. Philip’s Episcopal Church, BACN and Toys
for Tots, works diligently to collect a semi-truck full of
bikes, toys, games and stuffed animals. Thousands of
toys are donated at Toys for Tots drop-off sites at area
businesses, and the Salvation Army provides vouchers
for food. These gifts make the season bright for 600
to 700 children each year! Families can register to
shop at the store (located at St. Philip’s) this Dec. 14th
and 15th, and select the items they know their children
want or need. BACN encourages any individual or group
who wishes to adopt a family for Christmas to please
support this effort. For information (or to volunteer)
please contact the Christmas Store Coordinator
Archdeacon Marilou Schlotterbeck at deacon@
stphilipsbeulah.org.
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GREETINGS DEAR NEIGHBORS,
As the holidays approach and the season
of giving begins I am grateful for the
opportunity to serve BACN. As a board
member since 2013, a volunteer and
donor I have come to appreciate the
importance of giving back to your
community. It is the time of year to
reflect on our attitude of gratitude.
Some of us will head to warmer climates as
winter approaches and some will stay behind.
Among those are the less fortunate for whom winter brings not
only darkness but coldness, isolation and fewer employment
opportunities, making the needs even greater.
For those of us who do leave why not consider leaving a gift
behind to BACN (or even increasing it) to “keep the home fires
burning?”

WHAT DOES MY GIFT PROVIDE?
-

$10—a gas card to provide transportation to important
appointments such as doctor or dentist visits

-

$20—a full bag of clothing

-

$50—four home weatherization kits, helping Neighbors
save up 25% on winter heating bills

-

$100—six cases of canned tuna, or 160 pounds of fresh
carrots or potatoes

-

$250—one week of adult education at the BACN facility
(through our partnership with Northwest Michigan Works!/
TBAISD) for GED training or general academic remediation
by a certified instructor

-

$500—enough food for 25 families of four to eat
for three entire days

-

$1,000—assistance with utility bills.
Heat and/or water assistance for an
average of seven homes

John Wesley had some great Advice for Living, when he said, “Do
all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you
can, in all the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the
people you can, as long as ever you can.”
Blessings to All,
2804 Benzie Highway • P.O. Box 93 • 231.882.9544

NANCY MEEK

benziebacn.org • Follow us on Facebook

