BENZIE AREA CHRISTIAN NEIGHBORS
A CARING COMMUNITY OF NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS

A SEASON OF

OPTIMISIM
SUMMER 2021
GREETINGS FROM BACN!
Like a lot of kids, when I was young and had a bad day I would talk
to my mom. She would offer suggestions on how I might make
things better and would end by saying, “Sometimes you just have to
make lemonade out of those lemons.”
Making lemonade out of lemons takes optimism (and lots of sugar).
But the result is worth the effort!
After weathering a difficult year, we’re looking ahead with optimism
for BACN and our entire community. We’ve begun welcoming
people back into the building, albeit safely. How wonderful to again
hear laughter in the hallways, and whistling and humming as our
volunteers go about their work.
Donors are thrilled to bring their donations to BACN again. Not
just because their closets are now clean, but because they know
they are providing items others truly need. Our volunteers so enjoy
watching Neighbors find the perfect outfit for
a job interview, or a needed set of pots and
pans.
We have high hopes for this summer—for
our local businesses to have a wonderful
season, for the opportunity to gather with
friends and family, and to return to the
warm-weather traditions we cherish.

Here at BACN that means open windows, Neighbor picnic lunches,
and our Summer Match campaign. We’re grateful to the John L.
Mulvaney foundation for this annual challenge to our community,
helping us raise the funds for our priority programs and services. We
appreciate each and every gift!
On the back page of this newsletter you’ll see another reason this is
a season of optimism for BACN. We’ll soon be inviting the general
public to participate with us in the final push to raise funds for
BACN’s new facility.
We have the fixings for a great pitcher of lemonade. Yes, 2020 gave
us lemons. Today the individuals, businesses, churches, service
clubs, organizations and our partner agencies continue working
together to provide the sugar—the time, energy, resources and
collaboration—needed to lift and sustain our community. We’re so
grateful! Shall we share a glass of lemonade?
Cheers,

Gerri VanAntwerp
Executive Director

THE OPTIMISTIC IMPACT OF CO
THE IMPACT
OF NEIGHBORS
FEEDING NEIGHBORS
Despite the ongoing pandemic, the BACN food pantry
remains well-stocked, not just thanks to our own
generous donors, but also due to the efforts of our
regional food-focused partners.
The Northwest Food Coalition, in its 27th year of
operations, continues to coordinate food security efforts
in Antrim, Benzie, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska, Leelanau
and now Wexford Counties. Their Farm2Neighbor
Program, established in 2018, purchases food from
local famers and distributes to area food sites. BACN’s
Operations Director Michelle Northrup is an active
member of the Coalition, serving on committees and
sharing our area’s challenges as a rural community.
Coalition Coordinator Val Stone says, “We value our
partnership with BACN, and are grateful for their
contribution to the Coalition and to the neighbors we all
serve.”
Another critical piece of our area’s food network is Food
Rescue of Northwest Michigan, which works to glean
fields that otherwise might go to waste before it can
reach consumers. Food Rescue also provides pick-up
and delivery for the Coalition’s Farm2Neighbor program.
The produce is then distributed to the pantries and meal
sites in the Grand Traverse region, of which BACN is one
of 64.
The Coalition recently
hosted a 6-part
virtual summit on
food insecurity. Over
150 local, state and
national attendees
took part during each
session. Stone says,
“The summit helped
us realize our area is
unique compared to
the rest of the state and
even the country, but we
came away with some
new ideas for ways we
can work together to
keep tackling our area’s
food insecurity.”

THE IMPACT OF A RED BAG
“Simply put, this partnership makes sense,”
says Gerri VanAntwerp, BACN’s Director.
“Benzie Senior Resources has the packaged
meals and delivery system, and BACN has the
supplemental food.” Every two weeks, area
seniors receiving Meals on Wheels have the
option to also receive an extra bag of food from
BACN, to help tide them over between meal
deliveries.
A typical red bag includes a box of oatmeal, powered milk, dry cereal, fruit cups,
canned vegetables, dried fruit, nuts, peanut butter, coffee, canned meat, pasta and
pasta sauce, fruit juice, tomato juice and snacks such as sugar-free cookies, and
fresh fruit when available.
“It would be much harder for me to stretch my food without this extra help,” says Joy
Jensen, a red bag recipient. “The selection is great, and I love it when they add fresh
fruit. I told my doctor that ever since my heart surgery I’ve been craving fresh fruit!”
We’re glad this makes a difference, Joy!

Note: Additional work and storage space in the new facility (see back page) will allow BACN to more
than double the number of red bags delivered each month.

THE IMPACT OF EDUCATION
Sue Oseland, certified education instructor for the Northwest Michigan Works! GED
Program at BACN, will retire after the graduation of her five 2021 students. Sue, whose
bachelor’s degree is in education and masters in administration, has been working with
alternative and adult students in various capacities since 1989. She began working at
BACN in 2015
Through the years, Sue has personally helped nearly 50 students attain their GED
(General Education Diploma). She says people truly don’t have an understanding how
difficult the exam is, and what a huge accomplishment it is for the students who pass.
Many of the adult students also juggle jobs and family time in addition to their studies.
Sue says there is nothing like seeing the face of a student who learned they passed that
very first in the series of the exam. “Across the board, every one of them is so excited,”
she says. “After they get up the nerve to take that first exam and then pass it, they are
so motivated to continue.”
We look forward to hosting BACN’s next Northwest
Michigan Works! GED instructor, and thank Sue for her
legacy of encouragement and inspiration to our area’s
adult students.

Note: BACN’s new facility will allow us to bring more students into
the GED Program!

THE IMPACT OF GENEROSIT Y
We are grateful to the John L. Mulvaney Foundation for its annual challenge to our community to raise $50,000
which they will match dollar-for-dollar through August 31st. The Summer Match raises nearly 20% of BACN’s
operating funds each year. We invite you to support BACN during this window of time, and double the impact
of your gift!

OMMUNITY
THE IMPACT OF A LOCAL FAMILY
When the COVID-19 pandemic first hit, one of the first to arrive at
BACN with a financial gift was local business owner Todd Bruce.
The Bruce family–Ted, Kathie, Todd, Kirk and Kalee–moved
to Benzie County from Michigan’s “thumb” in 1988 when Ted
purchased Timberline Shell. Ted and Kathie taught their children
the importance of hard work and helping people in need,
establishing the family legacy of giving.
Todd says the family does not see their quiet community philanthropy as extraordinary. “We are in
no way unique,” he says. “Most of our area business owners support the community in a variety
of ways…not just financial. They also donate time and teach skills–things that sometimes have
much more long-term value than monetary gifts.”
Todd says he will never forget the community’s extraordinary compassion when the family lost
Kalee, whose life was tragically taken when she was 18 years old. The family received some
6,000 cards from all over the region, and financial donations that allowed them to begin
the Kalee Joy Bruce Memorial Scholarship Endowment through the Grand Traverse Regional
Community Foundation. “It was our way of trying to make something positive out of a terrible
situation,” he says. The scholarship remains available each year to Frankfort and Benzie Central
seniors of good character and citizenship.
The family sold Timberline after Kalee’s passing, and in 2004 purchased Stapleton’s
Corner Market, which they still own. Todd and Kirk also own the Mountain View Mini Mart in
Thompsonville, and the Frankfort A. Papanos, respectively.
Todd is optimistic about many things happening in our area: The current vaccine campaign, the
developers investing in affordable housing, and an average wage rate that continues to rise. He
also sees the population growth potential as people leave metropolitan areas in response to the
virus. He remembers the first time he crested the hill under the Frankfort arch as the sun was
setting over the lake and thinking, “Why would anyone want to live anywhere else?”

Note: BACN’s new facility will accommodate outreach needed by our community’s working families who are both
existing and new residents.

THE IMPACT OF SECRET SANTAS
In the winter newsletter, we put out a
call for Secret Santa items—items that
adults in our Neighbor families might
need or want but would not purchase
for themselves. We were inundated with
soft, brand new cozy blankets, robes,
pajamas, slippers, tins of nuts, teas and
other special items. Over 150 bags were
packed by volunteers, and distributed
during food pickup during the weeks
before Christmas. Our thanks to all who
so generously helped lift spirits during
the holidays!

THE IMPACT OF
VOLUNTEERS
We will say goodbye this summer to two
members of our Board of Directors who have
provided a total of 23 years of service to
BACN.
PENNY SZCZECHOWSKI,
who began as a food
pantry volunteer (and
will remain) has been the
embodiment of ‘heart’
during her time at BACN.
A fierce advocate for our
Neighbors, Penny has also served on the
Programs and Services Team and the Service
Review Team. She is a reluctant yet willing
‘star’of our 2018 BACN video, and continues
to help any time and in any capacity she is
asked. She enjoys listening to our Neighbors
and–before the pandemic–offering needed
hugs. She says, “Over the years I have seen
BACN grow to meet the needs of our county.
Even in growth, it continues to be the caring
place where people know they can come to
get help.” We will miss her warm and caring
ways in the Boardroom, but will enjoy them
still in the pantry.
GEORGE MARSH shares,
“When we first retired to
Platte Lake and realized
we’d spend most of the
year here, I wanted to find
a worthwhile volunteer
activity. Nancy Meek gave
us a tour of BACN and I was hooked. I feel
really proud of how BACN makes this area a
better place, and I’m grateful to have worked
with the staff and volunteers who contribute
so much.” While on BACN’s Board, George
served as Treasurer and Vice-President,
and has been a member of the Revenue
Development, Finance and Executive
Committees. George was often the first to
respond to requests for help with anything
needed. We will miss George’s leadership,
care of Neighbors and his steadfast
kindness.

IF THE WORLD SEEMS C OLD TO YOU ,
KINDLE FIRES TO WARM IT.
							

-LUCY LARCOM
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H AV E Y
OU
HEARD?

IN THE NEAR FUTURE, BACN WILL BE
SERVING NEIGHBORS FROM A NEW FACILITY!
After years of research, studying remodeling options and walking through the area’s available
real estate, the Board determined in 2019 that the most cost-effective remedy to solve the issues of
our aging and insufficient building is new construction on our existing land. BACN will remain open
and serving Neighbors during construction.
For more detailed information, visit www.benziebacn.org, and click on the photo of the new building.
Watch for further updates and mark your calendars: We hope you will join us at a “Going Public”
celebration. We’re planning an evening of fun, food and sharing of plans near the end of July.
We look forward to sharing our enthusiasm for this project that will help us best serve this community
for decades to come!

231.882.9544
2804 Benzie Highway • P.O. Box 93
benziebacn.org • Follow us on Facebook

