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SEASON OF

CONNECTION
Benzie Area Christian Neighbors strives to improve the quality of life for people with limited resources in our community
by providing food, clothing, financial assistance, education and social support in collaboration with area resources.

DEAR FRIENDS,

BACN has spent 38 years forging connections in Benzie and
northern Manistee counties. We’ve been able to do this
for so long only because of our dedicated supporters and
volunteers.
The connections we’ve made cover some notable gaps in
our community – gaps between income levels, between
generations, between employers and the local workforce,
and especially between low-income residents and access to
healthy food. BACN works with over 30 community partners
to help bridge these gaps and ensure area residents have
what is needed for health and hope.
Sometimes BACN’s connection with partners is formal,
such as the one which brings the GED program to our
facility. Other times the connection is
as simple as one person to another – a BACN Coordinator lending
a caring ear to a Neighbor and
working together to address their
needs.
Our community is experiencing a
window of change and growth, and

BACN is working to connect with our residents both old and
new. We hope you enjoy reading how the GED classroom
opens a world of opportunity to our students. And how
seasonal residents Jim and Linda from Beulah have grown to
embrace BACN’s mission. Learn how Greg from Platte Lake,
introduced to BACN by family friends, experienced the power
of BACN’s connections first-hand through aiding a visitor in
distress.
Thanksgiving is the ideal time of year to reflect on connections and how we care for one another. As you consider your
end-of-year giving, I ask you to consider a gift to support the
mission of BACN. We depend on your help to keep doors
open to Neighbors.
We remain inspired by your generosity. May your holiday
season be filled with peace, joy and connection to all that is
good in our world!
With deep gratitude for your ongoing support,

Gerri VanAntwerp, Executive Director

Connection: Partnership • Network •
RESCUE ON A
STORMY ROAD
by Greg from Platte Lake
My dad and I were driving down a beautiful wooded rural Benzie
County highway just as a summer storm was brewing. Enjoying the
scenery, all at once we noticed a woman walking along the side of the
road, clutching a purse and seeming completely out of place. My dad
spoke up and said, “I think something’s wrong.”
Concerned, we doubled back to see if she was all right. It was immediately clear that she was not. She was in tears, out of sorts, and
wholly unprepared for the impending storm. She had no particular
destination in mind. Just as it started to pour, she agreed to take
shelter in our car and accepted our offer to buy her food and a cup of
coffee.
As Erica (name changed) ate, she gradually gained her composure
and shared a bit. At the very least, she had immediate needs for food
and shelter. I started making calls and trying to navigate the local
social support system, and was coming up empty. We quickly learned
there are no shelter resources in Benzie County. In fact, the closest
shelter that could take her in was 150 miles away.
Thankfully, a friend connected us to a critical resource who made all
the difference. Liz Ham, BACN’s Services Coordinator, urged us to
bring Erica to BACN. Upon meeting Liz, I knew that she would treat
Erica with the respect she deserved, and would approach her plight
with the urgency, professionalism, and warmth it merited.
Four hours later, I was relieved when Liz called, saying, “I just finished
sitting with Erica, who has been through a difficult situation. We have
been able to connect her with a local farm where she now has housing and employment if she desires. She is headed there now, with a
backpack of warm clothes and groceries from our pantry. She also
has an appointment with a counselor next week, and we will make
sure she is able to make that. We hope today marks the day
when her life turns around.”
I don’t know where Erica is today, but I pray that she is on a
road altogether different than when my Dad and I met
her. I hope her life has changed for the better. I know
that mine has. I feel more attuned to the needs of our
community, more appreciative of the impact of a
helping hand, and more proud that we have such
a wonderful local organization in BACN.

“LOOK FOR THE HELPERS. YOU WILL ALWAYS FIND PEOPLE
WHO ARE HELPING. BECAUSE IF YOU LOOK FOR THE
HELPERS, YOU KNOW THAT THERE IS HOPE.”
~ FRED ROGERS

GED: WHAT’S NEW AT BACN?
The adult education classroom is
growing! BACN’s new facility will be
home to The Foster Family Learning
Center, where the GED Program
will continue in a space which will
accomodate more study stations in
a quiet corner of the building. “Many
of our adult students had their high school education interrupted by life
circumstances such as family illness,” says BACN’s Executive Director
Gerri VanAntwerp. “The GED Program offers them the opportunity to get
back on track and move ahead in their lives.”
Thanks to a formal partnership with Northwest Michigan Works!, a certified instructor is on site at BACN, helping students study and prepare for
the General Education Diploma (GED) exam. There is no charge for the
program. An average of 6 students graduate from BACN’s program each
year. They range in age from 18 to over 60, each with their unique story
of overcoming obstacles to their educational goals. Representatives
from Northwest Michigan Works! will also maintain a BACN presence
to assist Neighbors with job readiness training and local employment
opportunities.

WELCOME TO GED INSTRUCTOR
TOM NORTHRUP
Tom, a central Michigan native, attended the
University of Florida before transferring to and
graduating from Central Michigan University. He
retired after teaching math and science at Manistee High School for 25 years, and is excited
to be back in education and working with adult
learners at BACN. Christy Nelson, the Regional
Director of Adult Education, says, “We are excited to welcome Tom to
our Team at Northwest Michigan Works! Learning Labs. His experience,
knowledge and calm attitude will be valuable resources for the BACN
lab students.”
Are you or someone you know interested in completing your GED? Call
BACN! 231-882-9544

Visit https://vimeo.com/558714907 to hear in Mary’s own words
the impact of her GED through BACN’s program.

• Relationship • Synergy • Reciprocity
CARING FOR
SEASONAL
NEIGHBORS
Jim and Linda from Beulah have been spending time during the summer in
Benzie for more than twenty years. “I grew up in Michigan,” Linda explained.
“so we started exploring summers Up North when our three kids were young,
and fell in love with Beulah.” When a house they had rented came on the
market for sale, they bought that house. Since then, when Maryland schools
close for the summer, they load the car and drive to Beulah.
After years of focusing their philanthropy in their home town, they began to
rethink priorities. “We had made some donations in the Benzie area over
the years,” Jim noted. “But nothing really focused.” When the pandemic hit,
the news articles about long food lines all over country really highlighted the
issue of food insecurity and how many neighbors were living on the edge.
“Since we divide our time between Silver Spring MD and Beulah MI,” Linda
said, “we began to think more purposefully how we could help address
food insecurity in both places.” The needs in Beulah really stood out. They
realized that a place like Benzie had significant year-round needs but a much
smaller base from which to draw financial support. “We realized that supporting organizations in Benzie would have a larger impact,” Jim explained.
“The more we learned about BACN and its programs, the more we realized
the key role it plays in the community.” Since the start of the pandemic,
they have increased their annual support for BACN programs and made a
significant gift to the capital campaign for the new building. “Food insecurity
and poverty are national problems,” Jim noted. “We can’t solve a national
problem but we can do our part to make a difference in Benzie.”
With their children grown, Jim and Linda are introducing their grandchildren
to their favorite places in North Michigan. “Supporting
organizations like BACN,” Jim said, “helps ensure the
Benzie that we love – the places and people -- remains
a vibrant and welcoming place for everyone who
spends time here.”

SPECIAL GIFTS
FOR THE HOLIDAYS

Each year people ask what items they
can donate to help make the holidays special
for Neighbors. This year we are asking for two things
our Neighbors often are unable to purchase for themselves:
Coffee and Nuts. We’d love to gift Neighbors with tins of
these items, which are not in BACN’s food purchasing budget.
If you can share in this way, the coffee and nuts may be
dropped off at BACN Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m.
till 2 p.m., or call us if a different time is needed.
We appreciate this warm gesture of care!

BACN FOOD DRIVE
CONNECTION

We’ve all heard the saying, “It takes a village”, and when it comes
to a BACN food drive, nothing could be more true! A food drive is
a great example of connection, as so many people and businesses work together to make it happen. Our community food drives
are helped by:
• Family Fare, Family Market of Honor, Shop N Save and
		 Save A Lot hosting the drives
• daDesigns, updating and printing food drive cards and
		 in-store posters
• The Record Patriot running the ad
• 2 volunteers counting and bundling mailer cards
• 1 volunteer and 1 staff member sorting mailer cards
• 6 volunteers and 1 staff member delivering cards to
		 post offices
• Post office staff from Benzonia, Beulah, Frankfort, Elberta,
		 Arcadia, Bear Lake, Onekama, Thompsonville, Copemish,
		 Honor and Lake Ann distributing the cards
• 60 people volunteering for 2-hour shifts in grocery stores
• An average of 250 customers donating food
• An average of 50 people making financial contributions
• 6 volunteers collecting food from stores and driving back
		 to BACN
• 4 volunteers & 2 staff members unloading food onto pallets
• An average of 20 volunteers and 2 staff marking, storing
		 and placing food on pantry shelves
What is the result of all this connection? An average of 12,000
pounds of food is collected annually. The food along with financial gifts received are enough to stock the pantry for two months!
Did you know hunger is the reason most people first visit BACN?
The food drives directly connect hungry people to food!
Would you or your group like to volunteer during our winter food
drive? Email Michelle at mnorthrup@benziebacn.org

“I want you to have this (a crisp $100 dollar bill). I don’t have
a church to donate to, and you have helped me many times.
No thank-you note, I just want to give something back.”
~ A BACN NEIGHBOR
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As this newsletter goes to print, we are in an exciting window of time. Construction of our new
facility is underway! We are deeply grateful to community members who have given so generously
of their time, talent and treasures in support of this project.
The building project is about far more than a new facility. It is a pathway to increasing
BACN’s capacity, community and sustainability. Our mission is to improve the quality of
life for Neighbors with limited resources. BACN provides Healthy Food. Warm Clothing.
Opportunities through Education. Financial Assistance for emergency needs. Social
Support in the form of a listening ear and safe haven in times of crisis.
The work of BACN’s mission directly connects
people to one another and to organizations
that foster safety, health and happiness.
In this joyous holiday season,
we thank you for connecting
with us!

